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Question 1
Answer: B
About Section 66A:
It empowered police to make arrests over what policemen, in terms of their subjective discretion, could construe as
“offensive” or “menacing” or for the purposes of causing annoyance, inconvenience, etc.
It prescribed the punishment for sending messages through a computer or any other communication device like a
mobile phone or a tablet, and a conviction could fetch a maximum of three years in jail.
Section 69A provides power to issue directions to block public access of any information through any computer
resource and Sec 79 provides for exemption from liability of intermediary in certain cases.
Against the Fundamental Rights:
Section 66A was contrary to both Articles 19 (free speech) and 21 (right to life) of the Constitution.
Right to know is the species of the right to speech and expression provided by the Article 19(1) (a) of the constitution
of India.
Question 2
Answer: D
Protection Status of Wild Yak (Bos mutus):IUCN Red list status: Vulnerable
IUCN considers the wild species of yak under Bos mutus, while the domestic form is considered under Bos grunniens.
CITES: Appendix I
Indian WildLife (Protection) Act of 1972: Schedule I
Question 3
Answer: C
Cassini Mission:
Launched in 1997.
The mission is a cooperation between NASA, the European Space Agency and the Italian Space Agency.
This was the first landing ever accomplished in the outer Solar System.
Cassini is the fourth space probe to visit Saturn and the first to enter orbit.
Its design includes a Saturn orbiter and a lander for the moon Titan. The lander, called Huygens, landed on Titan in
2005.
Dragonfly Mission
Dragonfly mission will study whether the moon of Saturn (Titan) could now be, or once was, home to life. Dragonfly
will fly to dozens of promising locations on Titan looking for prebiotic chemical processes common on both Titan
and Earth. This will be the first time Nasa will fly a multi-rotor vehicle for science on other planet. Multi-rotor
vehicle would have eight rotors (moving component of an electromagnetic system in the electric motor, electric
generator, or alternator) and will fly like a large drone. Dragonfly will explore diverse environments from organic
dunes (hill of loose sand built by the flow of water or air) to the floor of an impact crater where liquid water and
complex organic materials (key to life)once existed together (possibly tens of thousands of years).
BepiColombo:

BepiColombo is a joint mission between ESA and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), executed under
ESA leadership. The mission comprises two spacecraft: the Mercury Planetary Orbiter (MPO) and the Mercury
Magnetospheric Orbiter (MMO). The MPO will study the surface and internal composition of the planet, and the
MMO will study Mercury’s magnetosphere, that is, the region of space around the planet that is influenced by its
magnetic field.
Question: 4
Answer: D
Provisions of Indian Constitution related to Cooperatives:
The Constitution (97th Amendment) Act, 2011 added a new Part IXB right after Part IXA (Municipals) regarding the
cooperatives working in India.
The word “cooperatives” was added after “unions and associations” in 19(1)(c) under Part III of the Constitution. This
enables all the citizens to form cooperatives by giving it the status of fundamental right of citizens.
A new Article 43B was added in the Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV) regarding the “promotion of
cooperative societies”.

Question: 5
Answer: D
What is sedition?
Section 124A of the IPC states, “Whoever, by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible representation,
or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards,
the government established by law in shall be punished with imprisonment for life, to which fine may be added, or
with imprisonment which may extend to three years, to which fine may be added, or with fine.”
The law has been in debate ever since it was brought into force by the colonial British rulers in 1860s. Several top
freedom movement leaders including Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru were booked under the sedition law.
Relevant Supreme Court judgements:
The Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar case (1962): While dealing with offences under Section 124A of the IPC, a
five-judge Supreme Court constitutional bench had, in the Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar case (1962), laid down
some guiding principles. The court ruled that comments-however strongly worded-expressing disapprobation of the
actions of the government without causing public disorder by acts of violence would not be penal.
The Balwant Singh vs State of Punjab (1995) case: In this case, the Supreme Court had clarified that merely shouting
slogans, in this case Khalistan Zindabad, does not amount to sedition. Evidently, the sedition law is being both
misunderstood and misused to muzzle dissent.

