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The United Nations (UN) is an intergovernmental organization established 24 October 1945 to promote
international co-operation. A replacement for the ineffective League of Nations, the organization was
created following the Second World War to prevent another such conflict. At its founding, the UN had 51
member states; there are now 193. The headquarters of the United Nations is in Manhattan, New York City,
and enjoys extraterritoriality. Further main offices are situated in Geneva, Nairobi and Vienna. The
organization is financed by assessed and voluntary contributions from its member states. Its objectives
include maintaining international peace and security, promoting human rights, fostering social and
economic development, protecting the environment, and providing humanitarian aid in cases of famine,
natural disaster, and armed conflict.
In the century prior to the UN's creation, several international treaty organizations and conferences had been
formed to regulate conflicts between nations, such as the International Committee of the Red Cross and the
Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907. Following the catastrophic loss of life in the First World War, the
Paris Peace Conference established the League of Nations to maintain harmony between countries. This
organization resolved some territorial disputes and created international structures for areas such as postal
mail, aviation, and opium control, some of which would later be absorbed into the UN. However, the
League lacked representation for colonial peoples (then half the world's population) and significant
participation from several major powers, including the US, USSR, Germany, and Japan; it failed to act
against the Japanese invasion of Manchuria in 1931, the Second Italo-Ethiopian War in 1935, the Japanese
invasion of China in 1937, and German expansions under Adolf Hitler that culminated in the Second World
War.
The United Nations was formulated and negotiated among the delegations from the Soviet Union, the UK,
the US and China in Dumbarton Oaks Conference. After months of planning, the UN Conference on
International Organization opened in San Francisco, 25 April 1945, attended by 50 governments and a
number of non-governmental organizations involved in drafting the United Nations Charter. The UN
officially came into existence 24 October 1945, upon ratification of the Charter by the five permanent
members of the Security Council—France, the Republic of China, the Soviet Union, the UK and the US—
and by a majority of the other 46 signatories.
The UN has six principal organs: the General Assembly (the main deliberative assembly); the Security
Council (for deciding certain resolutions for peace and security); the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) (for promoting international economic and social co-operation and development); the
Secretariat (for providing studies, information, and facilities needed by the UN); the International Court of
Justice (the primary judicial organ); and the United Nations Trusteeship Council (inactive since 1994). UN
System agencies include the World Bank Group, the World Health Organization, the World Food
Programme, UNESCO, and UNICEF. The UN's most prominent officer is the Secretary-General, an office
held by South Korean Ban Ki-moon since 2007. Non-governmental organizations may be granted
consultative status with ECOSOC and other agencies to participate in the UN's work. Four of the five
principal organs are located at the main UN Headquarters in New York City. The International Court of
Justice is located in The Hague, while other major agencies are based in the UN offices at Geneva, Vienna,
and Nairobi. Other UN institutions are located throughout the world. The six official languages of the
United Nations, used in intergovernmental meetings and documents, are Arabic, Chinese, English, French,
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Russian, and Spanish. On the basis of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United
Nations, the UN and its agencies are immune from the laws of the countries where they operate,
safeguarding the UN's impartiality with regard to the host and member countries. The UN is financed from
assessed and voluntary contributions from member states. The General Assembly approves the regular
budget and determines the assessment for each member. This is broadly based on the relative capacity of
each country to pay, as measured by its gross national income (GNI), with adjustments for external debt and
low per capita income. The organization won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2001, and a number of its officers
and agencies have also been awarded the prize.

United Nations General Assembly
The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA, GA, or, from the French: Assemblée Générale,
"AG") is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations and the only one in which all
member nations have equal representation. Its powers are to oversee the budget of the United
Nations, appoint the non-permanent members to the Security Council, receive reports from other
parts of the United Nations and make recommendations in the form of General Assembly
Resolutions. It has also established a wide number of subsidiary organs.
The General Assembly meets under its president or Secretary-General in regular yearly sessions
the main part of which lasts from September to December and resumed part from January until all
issues are addressed (which often is just before the next session's start). It can also reconvene for
special and emergency special sessions. Its composition, functions, powers, voting, and procedures
are set out in Chapter IV of the United Nations Charter.
The first session was convened on 10 January 1946 in the Westminster Central Hall in London and
included representatives of 51 nations.
Voting in the General Assembly on important questions, namely, recommendations on peace and
security, budgetary concerns and the election, admission, suspension or expulsion of members – is
by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting. Other questions are decided by a
straightforward majority. Each member country has one vote. Apart from approval of budgetary
matters, including adoption of a scale of assessment, Assembly resolutions are not binding on the
members. The Assembly may make recommendations on any matters within the scope of the UN,
except matters of peace and security under Security Council consideration. The one state, one vote
power structure potentially allows states comprising just five percent of the world population to
pass a resolution by a two-thirds vote.
During the 1980s, the Assembly became a forum for the "North-South dialogue": the discussion of
issues between industrialized nations and developing countries. These issues came to the fore
because of the phenomenal growth and changing makeup of the UN membership. In 1945, the UN
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had 51 members. It now has 193, of which more than two-thirds are developing countries. Because
of their numbers, developing countries are often able to determine the agenda of the Assembly
(using coordinating groups like the G77), the character of its debates, and the nature of its
decisions. For many developing countries, the UN is the source of much of their diplomatic
influence and the principal outlet for their foreign relations initiatives.
The General Assembly votes in elections for the ten non-permanent members of the United
Nations Security Council; the most recent such election was on 6 December 2013. These elections
take place every year, and member states serve two-year terms, with five replaced each year. The
candidates are selected by their regional groups. The General Assembly also elects members of the
United Nations Economic and Social Council. It also elects members of the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization, and some members of the United Nations Trusteeship
Council. The General Assembly appoints the Secretary-General of the United Nations on
recommendation of the Security Council, and adopts rules governing the administration of the
Secretariat. Along with the Security Council, the General Assembly elects Judges for the
International Court of Justice in The Hague.
Special sessions may be convened at the request of the United Nations Security Council, or a
majority of UN members, or, if the majority concurs, of a single member. A special session was
held on October 1995 at the head of government level to commemorate the UN's 50th anniversary.
Another special session was held in September 2000 to celebrate the millennium; it put forward the
Millennium Development Goals. A further special session (2005 World Summit) was held in
September 2005 to commemorate the UN's 60th anniversary; it assessed progress on the
Millennium Development Goals, and discussed Kofi Annan's In Larger Freedom proposals.
Countries are seated alphabetically in the General Assembly according to English translations of
the countries' names. However, the country which occupies the front-most left position (and hence
the countries' seating position in the Assembly) is rotated annually by lot. One country is balloted
each year to sit in the front-most left position, and the remaining countries follow alphabetically
behind it.

United Nations Security Council
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations and is
charged with the maintenance of international peace and security as well as accepting new members to the
United Nations and approving any changes to its United Nations Charter. Critics of the council often
describe it as an undemocratic international body, and argue it fails its principle task, mainly because of the
veto power granted to only five of its members - Russia, the United Kingdom, France, China, and the
United States. Its powers include the establishment of peacekeeping operations, the establishment of
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international sanctions, and the authorization of military action through Security Council resolutions; it is
the only UN body with the authority to issue binding resolutions to member states. The Security Council
held its first session on 17 January 1946.
Like the UN as a whole, the Security Council was created following World War II to address the failings of
another international organization, the League of Nations, in maintaining world peace. In its early decades,
the body was largely paralysed by the Cold War division between the US and USSR and their respective
allies, though it authorized interventions in the Korean War and the Congo Crisis and peacekeeping
missions in the Suez Crisis, Cyprus, and West New Guinea. With the collapse of the Soviet Union, UN
peacekeeping efforts increased dramatically in scale, and the Security Council authorized major military
and peacekeeping missions in Kuwait, Namibia, Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda, Somalia, Sudan, and the
Democratic Republic of Congo.
The Security Council consists of fifteen members. The great powers that were the victors of World War
II—Russia, the United Kingdom, France, China, and the United States—serve as the body's five permanent
members. These permanent members can veto any substantive Security Council resolution, including those
on the admission of new member states or candidates for Secretary-General. The Security Council also has
10 non-permanent members, elected on a regional basis to serve two-year terms. The body's presidency
rotates monthly among its members.
Under Article 27 of the UN Charter, Security Council decisions on all substantive matters require the
affirmative votes of nine members. A negative vote or "veto" by a permanent member prevents adoption of
a proposal, even if it has received the required votes. Abstention is not regarded as a veto in most cases,
though all five permanent members must actively concur to amend the UN Charter or to recommend the
admission of a new UN member state. Procedural matters are not subject to a veto, so the veto cannot be
used to avoid discussion of an issue. The same holds for certain decisions that directly regard permanent
members. A majority of vetoes are used not in critical international security situations, but for purposes
such as blocking a candidate for Secretary-General or the admission of a member state.
In 1965, the number of non-permanent members was expanded to ten. These ten non-permanent members
are elected by the General Assembly for two-year terms starting on 1 January, with five replaced each year.
To be approved, a candidate must receive at least two-thirds of all votes cast for that seat, which can result
in deadlock if there are two roughly evenly matched candidates. A retiring member is not eligible for
immediate re-election.
Ten non-permanent members elected for two-year terms by the General Assembly (with end of term date):
Angola (2016), Chad (2015), Chile (2015), Jordan (2015), Lithuania (2015), Malaysia (2016), New Zealand
(2016), Nigeria (2015), Spain (2016), Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) (2016).

United Nations Economic and Social Council
The United Nations Economic and Social Council constitutes one of the principal organs of the United
Nations. It is responsible for coordinating the economic, social and related work of 14 UN specialized
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agencies, their functional commissions and five regional commissions. The ECOSOC has 54 members; it
holds one four-week session each year in July. Since 1998, it has also held a meeting each April with
finance ministers heading key committees of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
The ECOSOC serves as the central forum for discussing international economic and social issues, and for
formulating policy recommendations addressed to member states and the United Nations system. A number
of non-governmental organizations are granted consultative status to the Council in order to participate in
the work of the United Nations.

United Nations Secretariat
The United Nations Secretariat is one of the six major organs of the United Nations. The Secretariat is the
United Nations' executive arm. The Secretariat has an important role in setting the agenda for the UN's
deliberative and decision making bodies of the UN (the General Assembly, Economic and Social Council,
and Security Council), and the implementation of the decision of these bodies. Secretary General, who is
appointed by the General Assembly, is the head of the secretariat.

International Court of Justice
The International Court of Justice is the primary judicial branch of the United Nations. It is based in the
Peace Palace in The Hague, Netherlands. Its main functions are to settle legal disputes submitted to it by
states and to provide advisory opinions on legal questions submitted to it by duly authorized international
branches, agencies, and the UN General Assembly. Established in 1945 by the UN Charter, the Court began
work in 1946 as the successor to the Permanent Court of International Justice. The Statute of the
International Court of Justice, similar to that of its predecessor, is the main constitutional document
constituting and regulating the Court. The ICJ is composed of fifteen judges elected to nine-year terms by
the UN General Assembly and the UN Security Council from a list of persons nominated by the national
groups in the Permanent Court of Arbitration. The election process is set out in Articles 4–19 of the ICJ
statute. Elections are staggered with five judges elected every three years, in order to ensure continuity
within the court.
Should a judge die in office, the practice has generally been to elect a judge in a special election to complete
the term. No two may be nationals of the same country. According to Article 9, the membership of the
Court is supposed to represent the "main forms of civilization and of the principal legal systems of the
world". Essentially, this has meant common law, civil law and socialist law (now post-communist law).
There is an informal understanding that the seats of the Court will be distributed so that there are: five seats
for Western countries, three for African states (including one judge of francophonic civil law, one of
anglophonic common law and one Arab), two for Eastern European states, three for Asian states and two
for Latin American and Caribbean states. The five permanent members of the United Nations Security
Council (France, Russia, China, the United Kingdom, and the United States) always have a judge on the
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Court, thereby occupying three of the Western seats, one of the Asian seats and one of the Eastern European
seats. The exception was China, which did not have a judge on the Court from 1967 to 1985, because it did
not put forward a candidate.

Food and Agriculture Organization
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations is an agency of the United Nations that leads
international efforts to defeat hunger. Serving both developed and developing countries, FAO acts as a
neutral forum where all nations meet as equals to negotiate agreements and debate policy. FAO is also a
source of knowledge and information, and helps developing countries and countries in transition modernize
and improve agriculture, forestry and fisheries practices, ensuring good nutrition and food security for all.
Its Latin motto, fiat panis, translates as "let there be bread". As of 8 August 2013, FAO has 194 member
states, along with the European Union (a "member organization"), and the Faroe Islands and Tokelau,
which are associate members.
FAO was established on 16 October 1945, in Quebec City, Quebec, Canada. In 1951, its headquarters were
moved from Washington, D.C., United States, to Rome, Italy. The agency is directed by the Conference of
Member Nations, which meets every two years to review the work carried out by the organization and to
approve a Programme of Work and Budget for the next two-year period. The Conference elects a council of
49 member states (serve three-year rotating terms) that acts as an interim governing body, and the DirectorGeneral, that heads the agency.
FAO is composed of seven departments: Administration and Finance, Agriculture and Consumer
Protection, Economic and Social Development, Fisheries and Aquaculture, Forestry, Natural Resource
Management and Environment, and Technical Cooperation.
The voluntary contributions provided by members and other partners support mechanical and emergency
(including rehabilitation) assistance to governments for clearly defined purposes linked to the results
framework, as well as direct support to FAO's core work.

International Labour Organization
The International Labour Organization (ILO) is a United Nations agency dealing with labour issues,
particularly international labour standards, social protection, and work opportunities for all 185 of the 193
UN member states are members of the ILO.
In 1969, the organization received the Nobel Peace Prize for improving peace among classes, pursuing
decent work and justice for workers, and providing technical assistance to other developing nations.
Unlike other United Nations specialized agencies, the International Labour Organization has a tripartite
governing structure – representing governments, employers, and workers (usually with a ratio of 2:1:1). The
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rationale behind the tripartite structure is the creation of free and open debate among governments and
social partners.
While the ILO was established as an agency of the League of Nations following World War I in 1919.
Headquarters is in Geneva, Switzerland.

International Civil Aviation Organization
The International Civil Aviation Organization, is a specialized agency of the United Nations. It codifies the
principles and techniques of international air navigation and fosters the planning and development of
international air transport to ensure safe and orderly growth. Its headquarters are located in the Quartier
International of Montreal, Quebec, Canada.
The ICAO Council adopts standards and recommended practices concerning air navigation, its
infrastructure, flight inspection, prevention of unlawful interference, and facilitation of border-crossing
procedures for international civil aviation. ICAO defines the protocols for air accident investigation
followed by transport safety authorities in countries signatory to the Convention on International Civil
Aviation (Chicago Convention).
The Air Navigation Commission (ANC) is the technical body within ICAO. The Commission is composed
of 19 Commissioners, nominated by the ICAO's contracting states, and appointed by the ICAO Council.
Commissioners serve as independent experts, who although nominated by their states, do not serve as state
or political representatives. Established on 4 April 1947.

International Maritime Organization
The International Maritime Organization (IMO), known as the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative
Organization (IMCO) until 1982, was established in Geneva in 1948 and came into force ten years later,
meeting for the first time in 1959.
Headquartered in London, United Kingdom, the IMO is a specialised agency of the United Nations with
171 Member States and three Associate Members. The IMO's primary purpose is to develop and maintain a
comprehensive regulatory framework for shipping and its remit today includes safety, environmental
concerns, legal matters, technical co-operation, maritime security and the efficiency of shipping. IMO is
governed by an assembly of members and is financially administered by a council of members elected from
the assembly. The work of IMO is conducted through five committees and these are supported by technical
subcommittees. Member organizations of the UN organizational family may observe the proceedings of the
IMO. Observer status is granted to qualified non-governmental organizations.
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United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), also known as the UN
Refugee Agency, is a United Nations agency mandated to protect and support refugees at the request of a
government or the UN itself and assists in their voluntary repatriation, local integration or resettlement to a
third country. Its headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland and is a member of the United Nations
Development Group. The UNHCR has won two Nobel Peace Prizes, once in 1954 and again in 1981.

United Nations Capital Development Fund
The United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) is the UN’s capital investment agency for the
world’s 48 least developed countries. It creates new opportunities for poor people and their communities by
increasing access to microfinance and investment capital.
UNCDF focuses on Africa and the poorest countries of Asia, with a special commitment to countries
emerging from conflict or crisis. It provides seed capital – grants and loans – and technical support to help
microfinance institutions reach more poor households and small businesses, and local governments finance
the capital investments, such as water systems, feeder roads, schools, irrigation schemes, that will improve
poor people's lives.

UNICEF
The United Nations Children's Fund is a United Nations Program headquartered in New York City that
provides long-term humanitarian and developmental assistance to children and mothers in developing
countries. It is one of the members of the United Nations Development Group and its Executive Committee.
UNICEF was created by the United Nations General Assembly on December 11, 1946, to provide
emergency food and healthcare to children in countries that had been devastated by World War II. Ludwik
Rajchman, a Polish bacteriologist, is regarded as the founder of UNICEF and was its first chairman from
1946 to 1950. In 1953, UNICEF became a permanent part of the United Nations System and its name was
shortened from the original United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund but it has continued to
be known by the popular acronym based on this previous title. UNICEF relies on contributions from
governments and private donors. UNICEF's programs emphasize developing community-level services to
promote the health and well-being of children. UNICEF was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1965 and
the Prince of Asturias Award of Concord in 2006.
Overall management and administration of the organization takes place at its headquarters in New York.
UNICEF's Supply Division is based in Copenhagen and serves as the primary point of distribution for such
essential items as vaccines, antiretroviral medicines for children and mothers with HIV, nutritional
supplements, emergency shelters, family reunification, educational supplies, among others. A 36-member
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Executive Board establishes policies, approves programs and oversees administrative and financial plans.
The Executive Board is made up of government representatives who are elected by the United Nations
Economic and Social Council, usually for three-year terms.

United Nations Development Programme
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is the United Nations' global development network.
Headquartered in New York City, UNDP advocates for change and connects countries to knowledge,
experience and resources to help people build a better life. It provides expert advice, training, and grant
support to developing countries, with increasing emphasis on assistance to the least developed countries.
The status of UNDP is that of an executive board within the United Nations General Assembly. The UNDP
Administrator is the third highest-ranking official of the United Nations after the United Nations SecretaryGeneral and Deputy Secretary-General.
To accomplish the MDGs and encourage global development, UNDP focuses on poverty reduction,
HIV/AIDS, democratic governance, energy and environment, social development, and crisis prevention and
recovery. UNDP also encourages the protection of human rights and the empowerment of women in all of
its programmes. The UNDP Human Development Report Office also publishes an annual Human
Development Report (since 1990) to measure and analyse developmental progress. In addition to a global
Report, UNDP publishes regional, national, and local Human Development Reports.
UNDP is funded entirely by voluntary contributions from member nations. The organization has country
offices in 177 countries, where it works with local governments to meet development challenges and
develop local capacity. Additionally, the UNDP works internationally to help countries achieve the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Currently, the UNDP is one of the main UN agencies involved in
the development of the Post-2015 Development Agenda.
UNDP operates in 177 countries, working with nations on their own solutions to global and national
development challenges. As they develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and its wide
range of partners.

UNESCO
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is a specialized agency of the United
Nations (UN). Its purpose is to contribute to peace and security by promoting international collaboration
through education, science, and culture in order to further universal respect for justice, the rule of law, and
human rights along with fundamental freedom proclaimed in the United Nations Charter. It is the heir of the
League of Nations' International Committee on Intellectual Cooperation.
UNESCO has 195 member states and nine associate members. Most of its field offices are "cluster" offices
covering three or more countries; there are also national and regional offices.
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UNESCO pursues its objectives through five major programs: education, natural sciences, social/human
sciences, culture, and communication/information. Projects sponsored by UNESCO include literacy,
technical, and teacher-training programmes; international science programmes; the promotion of
independent media and freedom of the press; regional and cultural history projects; the promotion of
cultural diversity; translations of world literature; international cooperation agreements to secure the world
cultural and natural heritage (World Heritage Sites) and to preserve human rights, and attempts to bridge the
worldwide digital divide. It is also a member of the United Nations Development Group.
UNESCO has offices in many locations across the globe; its headquarters are located at Place de Fontenoy
in Paris, France, now called the World Heritage Centre.

United Nations Environment Programme
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is an agency that coordinates its environmental
activities, assisting developing countries in implementing environmentally sound policies and practices. It
was founded by Maurice Strong, its first director, as a result of the United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment in June 1972 and has its headquarters in the Gigiri neighborhood of Nairobi, Kenya.
UNEP also has six regional offices and various country offices.
Its activities cover a wide range of issues regarding the atmosphere, marine and terrestrial ecosystems,
environmental governance and green economy. It has played a significant role in developing international
environmental conventions, promoting environmental science and information and illustrating the way
those can be implemented in conjunction with policy, working on the development and implementation of
policy with national governments, regional institutions in conjunction with environmental nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). UNEP has also been active in funding and implementing environment
related development projects.
The winner of Miss Earth beauty pageant serves as the spokesperson of UNEP.
UNEP has aided in the formulation of guidelines and treaties on issues such as the international trade in
potentially harmful chemicals, transboundary air pollution, and contamination of international waterways.
The World Meteorological Organization and UNEP established the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) in 1988. UNEP is also one of several Implementing Agencies for the Global Environment
Facility (GEF) and the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol, and it is also a
member of the United Nations Development Group. The International Cyanide Management Code, a
program of best practice for the chemical’s use at gold mining operations, was developed under UNEP’s
aegis.

United Nations Human Settlements Programme
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The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN–Habitat) is the United Nations agency for human
settlements and sustainable urban development. It was established in 1978 in Vancouver in Habitat I
meeting and has its headquarters at the United Nations Office at Nairobi, Kenya. It is mandated by the
United Nations General Assembly to promote socially and environmentally sustainable towns and cities
with the goal of providing adequate shelter for all. It is a member of the United Nations Development
Group. The mandate of UN-Habitat derives from the Habitat Agenda, adopted by the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) in Istanbul, Turkey, in 1996. The twin goals of the Habitat
Agenda are adequate shelter for all and the development of sustainable human settlements in an urbanizing
world.
The World Urban Forum is an international conference dedicated to urban issues, organized by UN-Habitat.
It was established by the United Nations to examine one of the most pressing issues facing the world today:
rapid urbanization and how to ensure a sustainable urban development.It is organized biennially in the years
between the UN-Habitat governing councils.
The World Urban Campaign is the world living platform on cities for sharing and learning on initiatives,
actions and policies driving positive change towards sustainable urbanization. Coordinated by UN-Habitat,
it is a global coalition of public, private and civil society partners seeking to raise the urban agenda. The
campaign is UN-Habitat's partners' platform for the preparation of the Third United Nations Conference on
Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III) to be held in 2016.
The United Nations has designated the first Monday of October every year as World Habitat Day. This is an
occasion to reflect on the state of our towns and cities and the basic right of all to adequate shelter. It is also
intended to remind the world of its collective responsibility for the future of human habitat.

United Nations Industrial Development Organization
The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), French/Spanish/Portuguese acronym
ONUDI, is a specialized agency in the United Nations system, headquartered in Vienna, Austria. The
Organization's primary objective is the promotion and acceleration of industrial development in developing
countries and countries with economies in transition and the promotion of international industrial
cooperation. It is also a member of the United Nations Development Group.
UNIDO was established as a UN programme in 1966 with headquarters in Vienna, Austria, and became a
specialized agency of the United Nations in 1985.
In 2010, UNIDO created two new flagship publications, Making It: Industry for Development and UNIDO
Times.

United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction
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The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) was created in December 1999. The
successor to the secretariat of the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, it was established to
ensure the implementation of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.
UNISDR is part of the United Nations Secretariat and its functions span the social, economic,
environmental as well as humanitarian fields. UNISDR supports the implementation, follow-up and review
of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (Sendai Framework) adopted by the Third
UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction on 18 March 2015 in Sendai, Japan. The Sendai
Framework is a 15-year voluntary, non-binding agreement that maps out a broad, people-centred approach
to disaster risk reduction, succeeding the 2005-2015 Hyogo Framework for Action.
UNISDR’s vision is anchored on the four priorities for action set out in the Sendai Framework:
understanding disaster risk, strengthening disaster risk governance to manage disaster risk, investing in
disaster risk reduction for resilience, and enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response and to
“Build Back Better” in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction.
UNISDR is led by a United Nations Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Disaster Risk
Reduction (SRSG) and has over 100 staff located in its headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, 5 regional
offices (Africa: Nairobi, the Americas: Panama City, Arab States: Cairo, Asia-Pacific: Bangkok and
Europe: Brussels) and other field presences in Addis Ababa, Almaty, Bonn, Incheon, Kobe, New York-UN
Headquarters, Rio de Janeiro and Suva.

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) (in French Office des Nations unies contre la
drogue et le crime) is a United Nations office that was established in 1997 as the Office for Drug Control
and Crime Prevention by combining the United Nations International Drug Control Program (UNDCP) and
the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Division in the United Nations Office at Vienna. It is a member
of the United Nations Development Group and was renamed the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
in 2002.
UNODC was established to assist the UN in better addressing a coordinated, comprehensive response to the
interrelated issues of illicit trafficking in and abuse of drugs, crime prevention and criminal justice,
international terrorism, and political corruption. These goals are pursued through three primary functions:
research, guidance and support to governments in the adoption and implementation of various crime-, drug-,
terrorism-, and corruption-related conventions, treaties and protocols, as well as technical/financial
assistance to said governments to face their respective situations and challenges in these fields.
These are the main themes that UNODC deals with: Alternative Development, Corruption, Criminal Justice,
Prison Reform and Crime Prevention, Drug Prevention, -Treatment and Care, HIV and AIDS, Human
Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling, Money Laundering, Organized Crime, Piracy, Terrorism Prevention.
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The World Drug Report is a yearly publication that presents a comprehensive assessment of the
international drug problem, with detailed information on the illicit drug situation. It provides estimates and
information on trends in the production, trafficking and use of opium/heroin, coca/cocaine, cannabis and
amphetamine-type stimulants. The Report, based on data and estimates collected or prepared by
Governments, UNODC and other international institutions, attempts to identify trends in the evolution of
global illicit drug markets.

Universal Postal Union
The Universal Postal Union (UPU, French: Union postale universelle) is a specialized agency of the United
Nations that coordinates postal policies among member nations, in addition to the worldwide postal system.
The UPU contains four bodies consisting of the Congress, the Council of Administration (CA), the Postal
Operations Council (POC) and the International Bureau (IB). It also oversees the Telematics and EMS
cooperatives. Each member agrees to the same terms for conducting international postal duties. The UPU's
headquarters are located in Bern, Switzerland.
French is the official language of the UPU. English was added as a working language in 1994. The majority
of the UPU's documents and publications – including its flagship magazine, Union Postale – are available in
the United Nations' six official languages (French, English, Russian, Mandarin Chinese, Spanish, and
Arabic).
Prior to the establishment of the UPU, each country had to prepare a separate postal treaty with other
nations it wished to carry international mail to or from. In some cases, senders would have to calculate
postage for each leg of a journey, and potentially find mail forwarders in a third country if there was no
direct delivery. To simplify the complexity of this system, the United States called for an International
Postal Congress in 1863. This led Heinrich von Stephan, Royal Prussian and later German Minister for
Posts, to found the Universal Postal Union. It is currently the third oldest international organization after the
Rhine Commission and the ITU. The UPU was created in 1874, initially under the name "General Postal
Union", as a result of the Treaty of Bern signed on October 9, 1874. Four years later, the name was changed
to "Universal Postal Union."
The UPU established that:
There should be a uniform flat rate to mail a letter anywhere in the world
Postal authorities should give equal treatment to foreign and domestic mail
Each country should retain all money it has collected for international postage.
After the foundation of the United Nations, the UPU became a specialized agency of the UN in 1948.
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World Health Organization
The World Health Organization (WHO; /huː/) is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) that is
concerned with international public health. It was established on 7 April 1948, headquartered in Geneva,
Switzerland. The WHO is a member of the United Nations Development Group. Its predecessor, the Health
Organization, was an agency of the League of Nations. The constitution of the World Health Organization
had been signed by 61 countries on 22 July 1946, with the first meeting of the World Health Assembly
finishing on 24 July 1948. It incorporated the Office International d'Hygiène Publique and the League of
Nations Health Organization. Since its creation, it has played a leading role in the eradication of smallpox.
Its current priorities include communicable diseases, in particular HIV/AIDS, Ebola, malaria and
tuberculosis; the mitigation of the effects of non-communicable diseases; sexual and reproductive health,
development, and aging; nutrition, food security and healthy eating; occupational health; substance abuse;
and driving the development of reporting, publications, and networking. The WHO is responsible for the
World Health Report, a leading international publication on health, the worldwide World Health Survey,
and World Health Day (7 April of every year).

World Intellectual Property Organization
The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) is one of the 17 specialized agencies of the United
Nations. WIPO was created in 1967 "to encourage creative activity, to promote the protection of intellectual
property throughout the world." WIPO currently has 188 member states, administers 26 international
treaties, and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 186 of the UN Members as well as the Holy See and
Niue are Members of WIPO. Non-members are the states of Marshall Islands, Federated States of
Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Solomon Islands, South Sudan and Timor-Leste. Palestine has observer status.

World Food Programme
The World Food Programme is the food assistance branch of the United Nations and the world's largest
humanitarian organization addressing hunger and promoting food security. According to the WFP, it
provides food assistance to an average of 80 million people in 75 countries each year. From its headquarters
in Rome and more than 80 country offices around the world, the WFP works to help people who are unable
to produce or obtain enough food for themselves and their families. It is a member of the United Nations
Development Group and part of its Executive Committee.
WFP was first established in 1961 after the 1960 Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) Conference,
when George McGovern, director of the US Food for Peace Programmes, proposed establishing a
multilateral food aid programme. The WFP was formally established in 1963 by the FAO and the United
Nations General Assembly on a three-year experimental basis. In 1965, the programme was extended to a
continuing basis.
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The European Union is a permanent observer in the WFP and, as a major donor, participates in the work of
its Executive Board. The WFP operations are funded by voluntary donations from world governments,
corporations and private donors. The WFP coordinates and cooperates with a number of official partners in
emergencies and development projects. These partners include national government agencies such as DFID,
ECHO, EuropeAid, USAID; UN agencies such as the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD); non-governmental organizations such as Save the
Children, Catholic Relief Services and Norwegian Refugee Council; as well as corporate partners such as
Boston Consulting Group, Yum! Brands, DSM N.V., and Cargill. Headquarters is Rome, Italy.

World Meteorological Organization
The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is an intergovernmental organization with a membership
of 191 Member States and Territories. It originated from the International Meteorological Organization
(IMO), which was founded in 1873. Established in 1950, WMO became the specialised agency of the
United Nations for meteorology (weather and climate), operational hydrology and related geophysical
sciences. It has its headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, and is a member of the United Nations
Development Group.

World Tourism Organization
The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is the United Nations agency responsible for
the promotion of responsible, sustainable and universally accessible tourism. It is the leading international
organization in the field of tourism, which promotes tourism as a driver of economic growth, inclusive
development and environmental sustainability and offers leadership and support to the sector in advancing
knowledge and tourism policies worldwide. It encourages the implementation of the Global Code of Ethics
for Tourism to maximize the contribution of tourism to socio-economic development, while minimizing its
possible negative impacts, and is committed to promoting tourism as an instrument in achieving the United
Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), geared towards reducing poverty and fostering
sustainable development.
UNWTO generates market knowledge, promotes competitive and sustainable tourism policies and
instruments, fosters tourism education and training, and works to make tourism an effective tool for
development through technical assistance projects in over 100 countries around the world.
UNWTO’s membership includes 156 countries, 6 territories and over 400 affiliate members representing
the private sector, educational institutions, tourism associations and local tourism authorities. Its
headquarters are located in Madrid.
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International Maritime Organization
The International Maritime Organization (IMO), known as the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative
Organization (IMCO) until 1982, is a specialised agency of the United Nations responsible for regulating
shipping. The IMO was established in Geneva in 1948 and came into force ten years later, meeting for the
first time in 1959. Headquartered in London, United Kingdom, the IMO has 171 Member States and three
Associate Members.
The IMO's primary purpose is to develop and maintain a comprehensive regulatory framework for shipping
and its remit today includes safety, environmental concerns, legal matters, technical co-operation, maritime
security and the efficiency of shipping. IMO is governed by an assembly of members and is financially
administered by a council of members elected from the assembly. The work of IMO is conducted through
five committees and these are supported by technical subcommittees. Member organizations of the UN
organizational family may observe the proceedings of the IMO. Observer status is granted to qualified nongovernmental organizations.

Nuclear Suppliers Group
Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) is a multinational body concerned with reducing nuclear proliferation by
controlling the export and re-transfer of materials that may be applicable to nuclear weapon development
and by improving safeguards and protection on existing materials. The NSG was founded in response to the
Indian nuclear test in May 1974 and first met in November 1975. The test demonstrated that certain nonweapons specific nuclear technology could be readily turned to weapons development. Nations already
signatories of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) saw the need to further limit the export of
nuclear equipment, materials or technology.
Initially the NSG had seven participating governments: Canada, West Germany, France, Japan, the Soviet
Union, the United Kingdom, and the United States. In 1976-77, participation was expanded to fifteen with
the admittance of Belgium, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Sweden, and
Switzerland. Germany was reunited in 1990 while Czechoslovakia broke up into the Czech Republic and
Slovakia in 1993. Twelve more nations joined up to 1990. Following the collapse of the Soviet Union a
number of former republics were given observer status as a stage towards future membership. China
became a participating government in 2004. The European Commission and the Zangger Committee Chair
participate as observers. The NSG Chair Country for 2013-2014 is the Czech Republic. The next chair (for
2014-2015) will be Argentina. As of 2014 the NSG has 48 members.
During Republic Day visit of India in January 2015, Obama said that India was ready for NSG membership.
China's Foreign Ministry offered conditional support for Indian membership in the NSG, but also called for
"prudence and caution" over the issue.
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Missile Technology Control Regime
The Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) is an informal and voluntary partnership between 34
countries to prevent the proliferation of missile and unmanned aerial vehicle technology capable of carrying
a 500 kg payload for at least 300 km. The Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) was established in
April 1987 by Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Great Britain, and the United States. At the annual
meeting in Oslo in July 1992, chaired by Mrs. Sanz, it was agreed to expand the scope of the MTCR to
include nonproliferation of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) for all weapons of mass destruction.

International Energy Agency
The International Energy Agency is a Paris-based autonomous intergovernmental organization established
in the framework of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in 1974 in the
wake of the 1973 oil crisis. The IEA was initially dedicated to responding to physical disruptions in the
supply of oil, as well as serving as an information source on statistics about the international oil market and
other energy sectors.
The IEA acts as a policy adviser to its member states, but also works with non-member countries, especially
China, India, and Russia. The Agency's mandate has broadened to focus on the "3Es" of effectual energy
policy: energy security, economic development, and environmental protection. The latter has focused on
mitigating climate change. The IEA has a broad role in promoting alternate energy sources (including
renewable energy), rational energy policies, and multinational energy technology co-operation.

International Renewable Energy Agency
The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) is an intergovernmental organization to promote
adoption and sustainable use of renewable energy. It was founded in 2009 and its statute entered into force
on 8 July 2010. The agency is headquartered in Abu Dhabi. The Director-General of IRENA is Adnan
Amin, a national of Kenya.

International Atomic Energy Agency
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is an international organization that seeks to promote the
peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, including nuclear weapons.
The IAEA was established as an autonomous organization on 29 July 1957. Though established
independently of the United Nations through its own international treaty, the IAEA Statute, the IAEA
reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council.
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The IAEA has its headquarters in Vienna, Austria. The IAEA has two "Regional Safeguards Offices" which
are located in Toronto, Canada, and in Tokyo, Japan. The IAEA also has two liaison offices which are
located in New York City, United States, and in Geneva, Switzerland. In addition, the IAEA has three
laboratories located in Vienna and Seibersdorf, Austria, and in Monaco.
The IAEA serves as an intergovernmental forum for scientific and technical cooperation in the peaceful use
of nuclear technology and nuclear power worldwide. The programs of the IAEA encourage the
development of the peaceful applications of nuclear technology, provide international safeguards against
misuse of nuclear technology and nuclear materials, and promote nuclear safety (including radiation
protection) and nuclear security standards and their implementation.
The IAEA and its former Director General, Mohamed ElBaradei, were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize on 7 October 2005.

African Development Bank
The African Development Bank Group (AfDB) is a multilateral development finance institution established
to contribute to the economic development and social progress of African countries. The AfDB was
founded in 1964 and comprises three entities: The African Development Bank, the African Development
Fund and the Nigeria Trust Fund. The AfDB’s mission is to fight poverty and improve living conditions on
the continent through promoting the investment of public and private capital in projects and programs that
are likely to contribute to the economic and social development of the region. The AfDB is a financial
provider to African governments and private companies investing in the regional member countries (RMC).
While it was originally headquartered in Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire, the bank's headquarters moved to Tunis,
Tunisia in 2003, due to the Ivorian civil war; before returning in September 2014.

Asian Development Bank
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a regional development bank established on 22 August 1966 which
is headquartered in Metro Manila, Philippines, to facilitate economic development in Asia. The bank admits
the members of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP,
formerly the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East or ECAFE) and non-regional developed
countries. From 31 members at its establishment, ADB now has 67 members, of which 48 are from within
Asia and the Pacific and 19 outside. The ADB was modeled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar
weighted voting system where votes are distributed in proportion with members' capital subscriptions. Since
2014, ADB releases annual report of Creative Productivity Index and comparatively includes Finland and
United States for the list of Asia-Pacific members.
At the end of 2013, Japan holds the largest proportion of shares at 15.67%. The United States holds 15.56%,
China holds 6.47%, India holds 6.36%, and Australia holds 5.81%.
MENTOR, SCO 40-41, FIRST FLOOR, LEELA BHAWAN, PATIALA.

9780505391

MENTOR

The headquarters of the bank is at Manila, Philippines, and it has representative offices around the world.

Bank for International Settlements
The Bank for International Settlements (BIS; French: Banque des règlements internationaux, BRI) is an
international company limited by shares owned by central banks which "fosters international monetary and
financial cooperation and serves as a bank for central banks". The BIS carries out its work through
subcommittees, the secretariats it hosts and through an annual general meeting of all member banks. It also
provides banking services, but only to central banks and other international organizations. It is based in
Basel, Switzerland, with representative offices in Hong Kong and Mexico City.

International Fund for Agricultural Development
The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) is a specialized agency of the United Nations
dedicated to eradicating rural poverty in developing countries. It was established as an international
financial institution in 1977 as one of the major outcomes of the 1974 World Food Conference. Seventyfive percent of the world's poor live in rural areas in developing countries, yet only 4% of official
development assistance goes to agriculture.
The strategic policy of IFAD is detailed in Strategic Framework for IFAD 2011–2015: Enabling the Rural
Poor to Overcome Poverty. Its headquarters is in Rome, Italy, and is a member of the United Nations
Development Group.

New Development Bank
The New Development Bank (NDB), formerly referred to as the BRICS Development Bank, is a
multilateral development bank operated by the BRICS states (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa)
as an alternative to the existing American and European-dominated World Bank and International Monetary
Fund. The goal of the bank is to "mobilize resources for infrastructure and sustainable development projects
in BRICS and other emerging economies and developing countries". The bank is headquartered in
Shanghai, China. Each participant country holds an equal number of shares and equal voting rights, and
none of the countries will have veto power. There will be 1 million shares with a value of USD 100 000
(initially USD 500 000 shares), 20% of which will have to be directly paid in to the bank in the first 7 years
after entry into force. The 7th BRICS summit in July 2015 marked the entry into force of the Agreement.
On 11 May 2015, K. V. Kamath was appointed as President of the Bank.
The bank's primary focus of lending will be infrastructure projects with authorized lending of up to $34
billion annually. South Africa will be the African Headquarters of the Bank named the "New Development
Bank Africa Regional Centre". The bank will have starting capital of $50 billion, with capital increased to
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$100 billion over time. Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa will initially contribute $10 billion
each to bring the total to $50 billion. Each member cannot increase its share of capital without all other 4
members agreeing. This was a primary requirement of India. The bank will allow new members to join but
the BRICS capital share cannot fall below 55%.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
he Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) (French: Organisation de
coopération et de développement économiques, OCDE) is an international economic organisation of 34
countries, founded in 1961 to stimulate economic progress and world trade. It is a forum of countries
describing themselves as committed to democracy and the market economy, providing a platform to
compare policy experiences, seeking answers to common problems, identify good practices and coordinate
domestic and international policies of its members. Most OECD members are high-income economies with
a very high Human Development Index (HDI) and are regarded as developed countries. The OECD's
headquarters are at the Château de la Muette in Paris, France.

OPEC
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC, /ˈoʊpɛk/ oh-pek), is an international
organization headquartered in Vienna, Austria. OPEC was established in Baghdad, Iraq on 10–14
September 1960. The formation of OPEC represented a collective act of sovereignty by oil exporting
nations, and marked a turning point in state control over natural resources. In 2014 OPEC comprised twelve
members: Algeria, Angola, Ecuador, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, and Venezuela.

International Criminal Court
The International Criminal Court (ICC or ICCt) is an intergovernmental organization and international
tribunal that sits in The Hague in the Netherlands. The ICC has the jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for
the international crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes. The ICC is intended to
complement existing national judicial systems and it may therefore only exercise its jurisdiction when
certain conditions are met, such as when national courts are unwilling or unable to prosecute criminals or
when the United Nations Security Council or individual states refer investigations to the Court. The ICC
began functioning on 1 July 2002, the date that the Rome Statute entered into force. The Rome Statute is a
multilateral treaty which serves as the ICC's foundational and governing document. States which become
party to the Rome Statute, for example by ratifying it, become member states of the ICC. Currently, there
are 123 states which are party to the Rome Statute and therefore members of the ICC.
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Interpol
The International Criminal Police Organization (French: Organisation internationale de police criminelle,
OIPC - ICPO), or INTERPOL, is an intergovernmental organization facilitating international police
cooperation. It was established as the International Criminal Police Commission (ICPC) in 1923 and
adopted its telegraphic address as its common name in 1956. The organization's headquarters is in Lyon,
France.

European Union
The European Union (EU) is a politico-economic union of 28 member states that are located primarily in
Europe. The EU operates through a system of supranational institutions and intergovernmental-negotiated
decisions by the member states. The institutions are: the European Commission, the Council of the
European Union, the European Council, the Court of Justice of the European Union, the European Central
Bank, the European Court of Auditors, and the European Parliament. The European Parliament is elected
every five years by EU citizens.
The EU traces its origins from the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) and the European
Economic Community (EEC), formed by the Inner Six countries in 1951 and 1958, respectively. In the
intervening years, the community and its successors have grown in size by the accession of new member
states and in power by the addition of policy areas to its remit. The Maastricht Treaty established the
European Union under its current name in 1993 and introduced European citizenship. The latest major
amendment to the constitutional basis of the EU, the Treaty of Lisbon, came into force in 2009.
The EU has developed a single market through a standardised system of laws that apply in all member
states. Within the Schengen Area, passport controls have been abolished. EU policies aim to ensure the free
movement of people, goods, services, and capital, enact legislation in justice and home affairs, and maintain
common policies on trade, agriculture, fisheries, and regional development.
The monetary union was established in 1999 and came into full force in 2002. It is currently composed of
19 member states that use the euro as their legal tender. Through the Common Foreign and Security Policy,
the EU has developed a role in external relations and defence. The union maintains permanent diplomatic
missions throughout the world and represents itself at the United Nations, the WTO, the G8, and the G-20.

CERN
The European Organization for Nuclear Research, known as CERN (derived from the name "Conseil
Européen pour la Recherche Nucléaire"; see History) is a European research organization that operates the
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largest particle physics laboratory in the world. Established in 1954, the organization is based in a northwest
suburb of Geneva on the Franco–Swiss border, (46°14′3″N 6°3′19″E) and has 22 member states. Israel is
the first (and currently only) non-European country granted full membership.

Association of Southeast Asian Nations
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is a political and economic organisation of ten Southeast Asian
countries. It was formed on 8 August 1967 by Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and
Thailand. Since then, membership has expanded to include Brunei, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar (Burma),
and Vietnam. Its aims include accelerating economic growth, social progress, and sociocultural evolution
among its members, protection of regional peace and stability, and opportunities for member countries to
resolve differences peacefully.
ASEAN covers a land area of 4.4 million square kilometres, 3% of the total land area of the Earth. ASEAN
territorial waters cover an area about three times larger than its land counterpart. The member countries
have a combined population of approximately 625 million people, 8.8% of the world's population. In 2015,
the organisation's combined nominal GDP had grown to more than US$2.6 trillion.
Secretariat - Jakarta, Indonesiaa

Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation
The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is an
international organisation involving a group of countries in South Asia and South East Asia. These are:
Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bhutan and Nepal.
On 6 June 1997, a new sub-regional grouping was formed in Bangkok and given the name BIST-EC
(Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, and Thailand Economic Cooperation). Myanmar attended the inaugural June
Meeting as an observer and joined the organisation as a full member at a Special Ministerial Meeting held
in Bangkok on 22 December 1997, upon which the name of the grouping was changed to BIMST-EC.
Nepal was granted observer status by the second Ministerial Meeting in Dhaka in December 1998.
Subsequently, full membership has been granted to Nepal and Bhutan in 2003.
In the first Summit on 31 July 2004, leaders of the group agreed that the name of the grouping should be
known as BIMSTEC or the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation.
Bimstec Headquarters is situated in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
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BIMSTEC has Fourteen priority sectors cover all areas of cooperation. Six priority sectors of cooperation were
identified at the 2nd Ministerial Meeting in Dhaka on 19 November 1998. They include the following:


Trade and Investment, led by Bangladesh



Transport and Communication, led by India



Energy, led by Myanmar



Tourism, led by Thailand



Technology, led by Sri Lanka



Fisheries, led by Thailand

After the 8th Ministerial Meeting in Dhaka on 18–19 December 2005, a number of new areas of cooperation
emerged. The number of priority sectors of cooperation increased from 6 to 14. The 7 new sectors were
discussed in the 1st BIMSTEC Summit and there has been various activities to enhance those co-operations
ever since. The sectors are as follows,


Agriculture, led by Myanmar



Public Health, led by Thailand



Poverty Alleviation, led by Nepal



Counter-Terrorism and Transnational Crime, led by India



Environment and Natural Disaster Management, led by India



Culture, led by Bhutan



People to People contact, led by Thailand



Climate change, led by Bangladesh
BIMSTEC uses the alphabetical order for the Chairmanship. The Chairmanship of BIMSTEC has been
taken in rotation commencing with Bangladesh (1997–1999), India (2000) Myanmar (2001–2002), Sri
Lanka (2002–2003), Thailand (2003–2005), Bangladesh (2005–2006). Bhutan asked for the skip. So it's
turned to India (2006–2009). In November 2009, Myanmar hosted the 12th Ministerial Meeting and
assumed BIMSTEC Chairmanship. The 13th Ministerial Meeting also chaired by Myanmar, which was held
in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar on 22 January 2011. Nepal formally took over the new Chairmanship as on 4
March 2014.

The ADB has become BIMSTEC's development partner since 2005, to undertake a study which is designed
to help promote and improve transport infrastructure and logistic among the BIMSTEC countries. So far,
ADB has already finished the project so called BIMSTEC Transport Infrastructure and Logistic Study
(BTILS).

Mekong–Ganga Cooperation
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The Mekong–Ganga Cooperation (MGC) was established on November 10, 2000 at Vientiane at the First
MGC Ministerial Meeting. It comprises six member countries, namely India, Thailand, Myanmar,
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. They emphasised four areas of cooperation, which are tourism, culture,
education, and transportation linkage in order to be solid foundation for future trade and investment
cooperation in the region. The organization takes its name from the Ganga and the Mekong, two large rivers
in the region.

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is an economic and geopolitical
organisation of eight countries that are primarily located in South Asia or the Indian subcontinent. The
SAARC Secretariat is based in Kathmandu, Nepal. The combined economy of SAARC is the 3rd largest in
the world in the terms of GDP(PPP) after the United States and China and 5th largest in the terms of
nominal GDP. SAARC nations comprise 3% of the world's area and contain 21% (around 1.7 billion) of the
world's total population and around 9.12% of Global economy as of 2015. The idea of regional political and
economical cooperation in South Asia was first raised in 2 May 1980 by Bangladesh President Ziaur
Rahman and the first summit was held in Dhaka on 8 December 1985, when the organisation was
established by the governments of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.
Since then the organisation has expanded by accepting one new full member, Afghanistan, and several
observer members.
States with observer status include Australia, China, the European Union, Iran, Japan, Mauritius, Myanmar,
South Korea and the United States.
On 2 August 2006, the foreign ministers of the SAARC countries agreed in principle to grant observer
status to three applicants; the US and South Korea (both made requests in April 2006), as well as the
European Union (requested in July 2006). On 4 March 2008, Iran requested observer status, followed
shortly by Mauritius.

Trilateral Cooperation Secretariat
The Trilateral Cooperation Secretariat (TCS) is an international organization established with a vision to
promote peace and common prosperity among the People’s Republic of China (China), Japan, and the
Republic of Korea (ROK/South Korea). Upon the agreement signed and ratified by each of the three
governments, the TCS was officially inaugurated in Seoul, September 2011. On the basis of equal
participation, each government shares 1/3 of total operational budget.
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Gulf Cooperation Council
The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf , originally (and still colloquially) known as the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), is a regional intergovernmental political and economic union consisting
of all Arab states of the Persian Gulf, except for Iraq. Its member states are Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. Headquarters - Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

Commonwealth of Independent States
The Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS; also called the Russian Commonwealth) is a regional
organisation whose participating countries are some former Soviet Republics, formed during the breakup of
the Soviet Union. Country- Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan. Associate states- Turkmenistan, Ukraine. Administrative center –Minsk.

GUAM Organization for Democracy and Economic Development
Headquarter- Kiev, Ukraine. The GUAM Organization for Democracy and Economic Development is a
regional organization of four post-Soviet states: Georgia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan, and Moldova.

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO;). is a Eurasian political, economic and military organisation
which was founded in 2001 in Shanghai by the leaders of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. These countries, except for Uzbekistan had been members of the Shanghai Five,
founded in 1996; after the inclusion of Uzbekistan in 2001, the members renamed the organisation. On July
10, 2015, the SCO decided to admit India and Pakistan as full members, and they are expected to join by
2016. The official working languages of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization are Chinese and Russian.
Headquarters- Beijing, China.

NATO
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), also called the North Atlantic Alliance, is an
intergovernmental military alliance based on the North Atlantic Treaty which was signed on 4 April 1949.
The organization constitutes a system of collective defence whereby its member states agree to mutual
defense in response to an attack by any external party. NATO's headquarters are located in Haren, Brussels,
Belgium, where the Supreme Allied Commander also resides. Belgium is one of the 28 member states
across North America and Europe, the newest of which, Albania and Croatia, joined in April 2009. An
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additional 22 countries participate in NATO's Partnership for Peace program, with 15 other countries
involved in institutionalized dialogue programmes.

Indian-Ocean Rim Association
The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), formerly known as the Indian Ocean Rim Initiative and Indian
Ocean Rim Association for Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC), is an international organisation consisting of
coastal states bordering the Indian Ocean. The IORA is a regional forum, tripartite in nature, bringing
together representatives of Government, Business and Academia, for promoting co-operation and closer
interaction among them. It is based on the principles of Open Regionalism for strengthening Economic
Cooperation particularly on Trade Facilitation and Investment, Promotion as well as Social Development of
the region. The Coordinating Secretariat of IORA is located at Ebene, Mauritius.
The Association comprises 20 member states and six dialogue partners, the Indian Ocean Tourism
Organisation and the Indian Ocean Research Group has observer status. Australia, Bangladesh, Comoros,
India, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mozambique, Oman, Seychelles,
Singapore, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Yemen.
Countries with the status of dialogue partners are: China, Egypt, France, Japan, United Kingdom, United
States.

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is a forum for 21 Pacific Rim member economies that
promotes free trade throughout the Asia-Pacific region. It was established in 1989 in response to the
growing interdependence of Asia-Pacific economies and the advent of regional trade blocs in other parts of
the world; to fears that highly industrialised Japan (a member of G8) would come to dominate economic
activity in the Asia-Pacific region; and to establish new markets for agricultural products and raw materials
beyond Europe.
An annual APEC Economic Leaders' Meeting is attended by the heads of government of all APEC members
except Taiwan (which is represented by a ministerial-level official under the name Chinese Taipei as
economic leader). The location of the meeting rotates annually among the member economies, and a
famous tradition, followed for most (but not all) summits, involves the attending leaders dressing in a
national costume of the host country. Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Indonesia, Japan, South
Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, United States, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
People's Republic of China, Papua New Guinea, Chile, Peru, Russian Federation, Vietnam.

African Union
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The African Union (AU) is a continental union consisting of 54 countries in Africa. The only African state
that is not a member is Morocco, although Burkina Faso and the Central African Republic have had their
memberships suspended due to the recent coup d'état and ongoing civil war respectively. The AU was
established on 26 May 2001 in Addis Ababa and launched on 9 July 2002 in South Africa, with the aim of
replacing the Organisation of African Unity (OAU). The most important decisions of the AU are made by
the Assembly of the African Union, a semi-annual meeting of the heads of state and government of its
member states. The AU's secretariat, the African Union Commission, is based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Commonwealth of Nations
The Commonwealth of Nations, commonly known as the Commonwealth (formerly the British
Commonwealth), is an intergovernmental organisation of 53 member states that were mostly territories of
the former British Empire. The Commonwealth operates by intergovernmental consensus of the member
states, organised through the Commonwealth Secretariat and Non-governmental organisations, organised
through the Commonwealth Foundation.
The Commonwealth dates back to the mid 20th century with the decolonisation of the British Empire
through increased self-governance of its territories. It was formally constituted by the London Declaration
in 1949, which established the member states as "free and equal". The symbol of this free association is
Queen Elizabeth II who is the Head of the Commonwealth. The Queen is also the monarch of 16 members
of the Commonwealth, known as Commonwealth realms. The other members of the Commonwealth have
different persons as head of state: 32 members are republics and five members are monarchies with a
different monarch.
Member states have no legal obligation to one another. Instead, they are united by language, history, culture
and their shared values of democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. These values are enshrined in the
Commonwealth Charter and promoted by the quadrennial Commonwealth Games. On 3 October 2013, after
48 years of membership, Gambia became the most recent nation to withdraw from the Commonwealth.
Headquarter - London, United Kingdom.

Arab League
The Arab League , formally, the League of Arab, is a regional organization of Arab countries in and around
North Africa, the Horn of Africa and Arabia. It was formed in Cairo on 22 March 1945 with six members:
Kingdom of Egypt, Kingdom of Iraq, Transjordan (renamed Jordan in 1949), Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and
Syria. Yemen joined as a member on 5 May 1945. Currently, the League has 22 members, although Syria's
participation has been suspended since November 2011, as a consequence of government repression during
the ongoing uprising and civil war. Each member state has one vote in the League Council, while decisions
are binding only for those states that have voted for them. The aims of the league in 1945 were to strengthen
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and coordinate the political, cultural, economic and social programs of its members, and to mediate disputes
among them or between them and third parties. Administrative centerCairo.

Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is an international organisation founded in 1969 consisting
of 57 member states. The organisation states that it is "the collective voice of the Muslim world" and works
to "safeguard and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace
and harmony". The OIC has permanent delegations to the United Nations and the European Union. The
official languages of the OIC are Arabic, English, and French. Administrative centre- Saudi Arabia Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia.

Non-Aligned Movement
The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) is a group of states which are not formally aligned with or against any
major power bloc. As of 2012, the movement has 120 members and 17 observer countries. The organization
was founded in Belgrade in 1961, and was largely conceived by India's first prime minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru; Indonesia's first president, Sukarno; Egypt's second president, Gamal Abdel Nasser; Ghana's first
president Kwame Nkrumah; and Yugoslavia's president, Josip Broz Tito. All five leaders were prominent
advocates of a middle course for states in the Developing World between the Western and Eastern Blocs in
the Cold War. The phrase itself was first used to represent the doctrine by Indian diplomat V. K. Krishna
Menon in 1953, at the United Nations. The countries of the Non-Aligned Movement represent nearly twothirds of the United Nations's members and contain 55% of the world population. Membership is
particularly concentrated in countries considered to be developing or part of the Third World.

Group of 15
The Group of 15 (G-15) is an informal forum set up to foster cooperation and provide input for other
international groups, such as the World Trade Organization and the Group of Eight. It was established at the
Ninth Non-Aligned Movement Summit Meeting in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in September 1989, and is
composed of countries from Latin America, Africa, and Asia with a common goal of enhanced growth and
prosperity. The G-15 focuses on cooperation among developing countries in the areas of investment, trade,
and technology. Membership has since expanded to 18 countries, but the name has remained unchanged.
Chile, Iran and Kenya have since joined the Group of 15, whereas Yugoslavia is no longer part of the
group; Peru, a founding member-state, decided to leave the G-15 in 2011.
Members countries and organizations—Algeria, Egypt, Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal, Zimbabwe, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Jamaica, Mexico, Venezuela.
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Location- Geneva, Switzerland.

Group of 77
The Group of 77 at the United Nations is a loose coalition of developing nations, designed to promote its
members' collective economic interests and create an enhanced joint negotiating capacity in the United
Nations. There were 77 founding members of the organization, but by November 2013 the organization had
since expanded to 134 member countries. The group was founded on June 15, 1964, by the "Joint
Declaration of the Seventy-Seven Countries" issued at the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD). The first major meeting was in Algiers in 1967, where the Charter of Algiers
was adopted and the basis for permanent institutional structures was begun. There are Chapters of the
Group of 77 in Rome (FAO), Vienna (UNIDO), Paris (UNESCO), Nairobi (UNEP) and the Group of 24 in
Washington, D.C. (International Monetary Fund and World Bank).

G4 nations
The G4 nations comprising Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan are four countries which support each other’s
bids for permanent seats on the United Nations Security Council.

G-20
The Group of Twenty (also known as the G-20 or G20) is an international forum for the governments and
central bank governors from 20 major economies. The members include 19 individual countries—
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, South Korea,
Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States—along
with the European Union (EU). The EU is represented by the European Commission and by the European
Central Bank.

IBSA Dialogue Forum
The IBSA Dialogue Forum (India, Brazil, South Africa) is an international tripartite grouping for promoting
international cooperation among these countries. It represents three important poles for galvanizing SouthSouth cooperation and greater understanding between three important continents of the developing world
namely, Africa, Asia and South America. The forum provides the three countries with a platform to engage
in discussions for cooperation in the field of agriculture, trade, culture, and defence among others.
The IBSA Dialogue Forum plays an increasingly important role in the foreign policies of India, Brazil and
South Africa. It has become instrumental for promoting ever closer coordination on global issues between
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three large multicultural and multiracial democracies of Asia, South America and Africa, and contributed to
enhancing trilateral India-Brazil-South Africa cooperation in sectoral areas.

BRICS
BRICS is the acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies: Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa. The grouping was originally known as "BRIC" before the inclusion of South
Africa in 2010. The BRICS members are all developing or newly industrialised countries, but they are
distinguished by their large, fast-growing economies and significant influence on regional and global
affairs; all five are G-20 members. Since 2010, the BRICS nations have met annually at formal summits.
Russia currently holds the chair of the BRICS group, and hosted the group's seventh summit in July 2015.

International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement
The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement is an international humanitarian movement with
approximately 97 million volunteers, members and staff worldwide which was founded to protect human
life and health, to ensure respect for all human beings, and to prevent and alleviate human suffering.
The movement consists of several distinct organizations that are legally independent from each other, but
are united within the movement through common basic principles, objectives, symbols, statutes and
governing organisations.
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is a private humanitarian institution founded in 1863
in Geneva, Switzerland, by Henry Dunant and Gustave Moynier. Its 25-member committee has a unique
authority under international humanitarian law to protect the life and dignity of the victims of international
and internal armed conflicts. The ICRC was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize on three occasions (in 1917,
1944 and 1963).
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) was founded in 1919 and
today it coordinates activities between the 188 National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies within the
Movement. On an international level, the Federation leads and organizes, in close cooperation with the
National Societies, relief assistance missions responding to large-scale emergencies. The International
Federation Secretariat is based in Geneva, Switzerland. In 1963, the Federation (then known as the League
of Red Cross Societies) was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize jointly with the ICRC.

Amnesty International
Amnesty International (commonly known as Amnesty and AI) is a non-governmental organisation focused
on human rights with over 7 million members and supporters around the world. The stated objective of the
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organisation is "to conduct research and generate action to prevent and end grave abuses of human rights,
and to demand justice for those whose rights have been violated."
Amnesty International was founded in London in 1961, following the publication of the article "The
Forgotten Prisoners" in The Observer 28 May 1961, by the lawyer Peter Benenson. Amnesty draws
attention to human rights abuses and campaigns for compliance with international laws and standards. It
works to mobilise public opinion to put pressure on governments that let abuse take place. The organisation
was awarded the 1977 Nobel Peace Prize for its "campaign against torture," and the United Nations Prize in
the Field of Human Rights in 1978.

Arctic Council
The Arctic Council is a high-level intergovernmental forum that addresses issues faced by the Arctic
governments and the indigenous people of the Arctic. It has eight member countries: Canada, Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and the United States.
Observer status is open to non-Arctic states approved by the Council at the Ministerial Meetings that occur
once every two years. Observers have no voting rights in the Council. As of May 2013, twelve non-Arctic
states have Observer status. Observer states receive invitations for most Council meetings. Their
participation in projects and task forces within the Working Groups is not always possible, but this poses
few problems as few Observer States want to participate at such a detailed level. China, France, Germany,
India, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Netherlands, Poland, Singapore, Spain and United Kingdom.

World Wide Fund for Nature
The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) is an international non-governmental organization founded on
April 29, 1961, working in the field of the biodiversity conservation, and the reduction of humanity's
footprint on the environment. It was formerly named the World Wildlife Fund, which remains its official
name in Canada and the United States. It is the world's largest conservation organization with over 5 million
supporters worldwide, working in more than 100 countries, supporting around 1,300 conservation and
environmental projects. Headquarters, Gland, Switzerland.

Greenpeace
Greenpeace is a non-governmental environmental organization with offices in over forty countries and with
an international coordinating body in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. Greenpeace states its goal is to "ensure
the ability of the Earth to nurture life in all its diversity" and focuses its campaigning on worldwide issues
such as climate change, deforestation, overfishing, commercial whaling, genetic engineering, and antinuclear issues. It uses direct action, lobbying, and research to achieve its goals. The global organization
does not accept funding from governments, corporations, or political parties, relying on 2.9 million
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individual supporters and foundation grants. Greenpeace has a general consultative status with the United
Nations Economic and Social Council and is a founding member of the INGO Accountability Charter; an
international non-governmental organization that intends to foster accountability and transparency of nongovernmental organizations.

BirdLife International
BirdLife International is a global partnership of conservation organisations that strives to conserve birds,
their habitats and global biodiversity, working with people towards sustainability in the use of natural
resources. It is the world's largest partnership of conservation organisations, with over 120 partner
organisations. The partnership forms the leading authority on the status of birds, their habitats and the issues
and problems affecting bird life.
BirdLife International was founded in 1922 as the "International Committee for Bird Protection" by
American ornithologists T. Gilbert Pearson and Jean Theodore Delacour. This lobbying group changed its
name in 1993 to "BirdLife International".
BirdLife International is the official Red List authority for birds, for the International Union for
Conservation of Nature.
Headquarters- Cambridge, United Kingdom.
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